
SIGNS AND WONDERS
FEEDING THE MASSES



WHEN?

5000:
• Now the Passover, a feast of the Jews, was near.

John 6 v 4
• Now there was much grass in the place. v10

4000:
• Later – Summer?



WHERE?
5000:
• And the apostles, when they had 

returned, told Him all that they 
had done. Then He took them and 
went aside privately into a 
deserted place belonging to the 
city called Bethsaida.  Luke 9 v 10

4000:
• Again, departing from the region 

of Tyre and Sidon, He came 
through the midst of the region of 
Decapolis to the Sea of Galilee. 
Mark 7 v 31



WHO?

5000:
• But the multitudes saw them 

departing, and many knew Him and 
ran there on foot from all the cities. 
They arrived before them and came 
together to Him.  Mark 6 v 33
• ‘Your fathers ate manna in the 

wilderness’ - Jews
4000:
• Gentiles – ‘they glorified the God of 

Israel’



THE APOSTLES’ REACTION
5000:
• Then Jesus lifted up His eyes, and seeing a great multitude coming toward 

Him, He said to Philip, “Where shall we buy bread, that these may 
eat?” But this He said to test him, for He Himself knew what He would do. 
Philip answered Him, “Two hundred denarii worth of bread is not 
sufficient for them, that every one of them may have a little.”  John 6 v 5-7

• Why 200 denarii worth? 

4000:
• Apparently no expectation of a miracle



SOURCE OF THE 
FOOD

• 4000:
• The Apostles themselves 

- Matthew 15 v 34
• 5000:
• “There is a lad here who 

has five barley loaves 
and two small fish, but 
what are they among so 
many?”   John 6 v 9



ARRANGEMENT OF THE CROWD

5000:
• Then He commanded them to 

make them all sit down in groups 
on the green grass. So they sat 
down in ranks, in hundreds and in 
fifties. Mark 6 v 39-40

4000:
• Just commended to sit down



THE RESULT
5000:
• 12 baskets of fragments

4000:
• 7 baskets of fragments
• but I was let down in a 

basket through a window 
in the wall, and escaped 
from his hands.  
2 Cor 11 v 33



COMPARING THE TWO FEEDING MIRACLES
FEEDING OF THE 5000 FEEDING OF THE 4000

Recorded In all 4 Gospel records Only in Matthew 15 and Mark 8

When Spring – Passover time Later – Summer?

Where North side of Sea of Galilee - Bethsaida Far side of Sea of Galilee – Decapolis

Audience Jews Primarily Gentiles

Healing? Yes Yes

How long till fed? Evening of the same day After 3 days

Apostles response 200 denarius isn’t enough Where will we find bread for all these?

Food came from…. A boy The Apostles had the food

Food quantity 5 loaves and 2 fish 7 loaves and a few fish

Number 5000 men plus women and children 4000 men plus women and children

Arrangement Sat them down in groups of 50 and 100 Sat them down

Result All satisfied, 12 small baskets of fragments All satisfied, 7 large baskets of fragments



A DESERT PLACE

Exodus 19 v 1
• In the third month after the 

children of Israel had gone out 
of the land of Egypt, on the 
same day, they came to the 
Wilderness of Sinai.



GOING UP INTO 
THE MOUNTAIN

Exodus 19 v 3
• And Moses went up 

to God, and 
the LORD called to 
him from the 
mountain



NUMBERED MEN

Mark 6 v 39-40
• Then He commanded them to make them all sit down in groups on the 

green grass. So they sat down in ranks, in hundreds and in fifties.
Number 1 v 1-2
• Now the LORD spoke to Moses in the Wilderness of Sinai, in the 

tabernacle of meeting, on the first day of the second month, in the 
second year after they had come out of the land of Egypt, saying: “Take 
a census of all the congregation of the children of Israel, by their 
families, by their fathers’ houses, according to the number of names, 
every male individually



SHARING FOOD –
SUFFICIENT FOR ALL
Exodus 16 v 17-18
• Then the children of Israel did 

so and gathered, some more, 
some less. So when they 
measured it by omers, he 
who gathered much had 
nothing left over, and he who 
gathered little had no lack. 
Every man had gathered 
according to each one’s need.



LEARNING TO RELY ON GOD AND HIS WORD

Deuteronomy 8 v 2-3
• And you shall remember that the LORD your God led you all the 

way these forty years in the wilderness, to humble you and test 
you, to know what was in your heart, whether you would keep His 
commandments or not. So He humbled you, allowed you to 
hunger, and fed you with manna which you did not know nor did 
your fathers know, that He might make you know that man 
shall not live by bread alone; but man lives by every word that 
proceeds from the mouth of the LORD.



THE GOSPEL SHARED WITH JEWS

Acts 2 v 5, 41
• And there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men, from 

every nation under heaven.
• Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that 

day about three thousand souls were added to them.
Acts 4 v 4
• However, many of those who heard the word believed; and the 

number of the men came to be about five thousand.





7 LARGE BASKETS OF FRAGMENTS

Romans 11 v 25
• ….blindness in part has happened to Israel until the 

fullness of the Gentiles has come in.



WE HAVE A PART TO PLAY

Romans 11 v 25-26
• ….blindness in part has happened to Israel until the 

fullness of the Gentiles has come in.
• And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written: “The 

Deliverer will come out of Zion, and He will turn away 
ungodliness from Jacob;


